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(ANESER 
IN JOHN BRUNNER'S CLASSIC 
STAND ON ZANZIBAR: 


STAN LEE PRESENTS 


fre 


|| BY. 
|) CHRIS CLAREMONT & 
BARRY WINDSOR-SMITH 


Tem ww 


BILL SIENKIEWICZ 
i INKER 


| | hs | 


THE SUM AND 
SUBSTANCE 
OF GOSSAMER 


CHRIS CLAREMONT 
& ALAN DAVIS 


CREATORS. 


THE 
FEW THINGS HE 
MISSED WHEN. 
HE LEFT HOME 


DIDN'T LIKE. 
COMING BACK 
TO DISCOVER 
SHE'D DIED. 


NASTY, VICIOUS TWIST 
FOR A DREAM 10 


| 


Nt 
Me 


i 


fl 


| (EI K 

ST. 

YH 
REMEMBERED 
HER &E: 
| ! 

Sh 
\ 


| 
| 


JUST THE WAY 
HE WANTS? 


‘Ave V 
SOME 
TEA, 


RAPS, 
YOU'LL HAVE 
ANOTHE! 


NIGEL FROBISHER. BIG-LEAGUE BANKER WANNABE 
WITH AMBITIONS. BUT THE STRINGS OF HIS MAKE-UP-- 
PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL-- ARE NOWHERE NEAR AS 
COMPLEX AS HE BELIEVES. 


THE LAST THING 1 BLOODY 
NEED ARE HOMILIES FROM 
THE LIKES OF YOUS 


TERRIBLY SORRY \ 
YAMIET > FoRaiveN Wiss COLLINS WON’ 
ME OLD "HAPPEN AGAIN 
(MAN IT WAS AN, ANYTHING I CAN, 
DO. 10 MAKE 


ACCIDENT DON’T 10 
KNOW WHAD AMENDS, 


‘ERE LUV, 
"AVE_A FRESH 
CUPPA 


“A 


Uy 
N 


BE AMAZED, YO! 
IT CAI 
RT 


FAR BE IT. 
FOR METO 
CRITICIZE-~ 
BUT THIS 


SUMMIT 
CONFERENCE 
WITH SOME 
OF THE TOP. 
CRIME CHIEFS 

‘OF SOUTH 
ENGLAND-- 


DEVIL_AM 
EXPECTED TO 
TAKEN 


UNDERWORLD 


=— 
PAY 
Reed Price 


~ e OF LONDON'S 


THAT I 
SHALL. ‘BUT WHAT 
EXCALIBUR?! 


7 v 
7 WATCH THEM ON THE 

LIKE I DO TELLY 
K EVERYONE Bey 


THAT. 
BEFORE 


WHAT'S HAPPENING?! 
WHAT DOES IT 
MEAN?! 


= QUTSIDE LONDON, LAST BASTION 
OF THE ONCE-THRIVING BRITISH 
FILM INDUSTRY. 
HAIL THE 
RETURNING 
PRODIGALS. 


I SEE. 
IN YOUR 
AT LEAST-- 
Us, TO 


THOMAS. 


CAPTAIN 
BRITAIN, 


PH 
GH 


=-SHOULDN'T 
THERE BE 
FIVE OF YOU?, 


IT WAS HER VAND I DOUBT YOU COULD 
FREE GHOICE, ». HAVE STOPPED HER. 


WHICH MERITED: 

THE INVOLVEMENT 
OF THE WEIRD 
HAPPENINGS. 

ORGANIZATION. 


STRANGE 
HAPPENED 
EARLIER 


ON, FURTHER VWHAT WE HAVE V.. WE SUSPECT 
EVALUATION 

OF THE 
SITUATION, I 


EVIDENTLY IS A MAY HAIL FROM 
BA ANOTHER 
DIMENSION, 


SOUNDS 
JUST AS 
FLIPPIN’ 
NUTS T’ ME, 
TOO, MATE. =-BUT THE FACT 
WE'VE ONLY 
OURSELVES 
RETURNED... 


FROM A 


mene 
mga? 


eer 
Bein. 


JOURNEY TO 
10% 


$O YOU SAY. AN’ WHO'M I TO 
SAY DIFFERENT, I WEREN'T 
THERE. 

VARIATIONS. 


OF YOU WERE, 
QUITE OFTEN. 


MAKES My 
FLIPPIN’ DAY; 
THAT DOES. 
ANYROAD, 
LADIES AND 
GENTS, ALLOW 
ME TC 


iE TO. 
INTRODUCE... 


DR. CANDY. 
OODSTROKE, 


IP” ACCORDING TO. 

HER 1.D., SHE'S 
A CONSULTANT TO 
THE PENTAGON. 


ONty 
WASHINGTON, 
THEY'VE NEVER 

HEARD OF 
HER. 


FASCINATING. 
OF ALL THE 


‘OF ALFIE'S. 


«THIS. TAKES THE 
PROVERBIAL CAKE, 


THE SUPER 
HEROES ARE 
CONSISTENT 
WITH HIS 
PRIMARY 
FANTASY- 
STRUCTURE. 


SHE DOESNT Y.,. BUT 


THINK WE'RE | FIGMENTS 


BUT WHERE 
“EXeALIOUR” 
COME FROM? 


1. DON'T 
RECALL A 
REFERENCE 
TO THEM IN 
ANY OF HIS 
LITERATURE. 


SIMPLEST WAY 
TO SORT. 


A THINGS OUT... 
IZ 


SHE IS FROM 


N 


ANOTHER 


MEN SION. 
_ “AN EARTH 


CURRENTLY IN THE 
MIDST OF A NON-NUCLEAR 
WORLD WAR III, COURTESY. 
OFA SELF-STYLED "ALL- 

POWERFUL, ALL 

COMPASSIONATE’ 

SUPER- BEING... 


DR. GOODSTROKE'S Y THERE WAS V100 DISORIENTED 
A FLASH OF 


BRIEF WAS TO TRY TO BY THE TRANSITION 
PSYCH HIM OUT OF LIGHT AND 1 TO PINPOINT. 
HIS MEGALOMANIA PRECISELY WHERE. 


AND SINCE SHE 

HASN'T A CLUE 

HOW SHE GOT 
HERE... 


“SHE KNOWS 
Pe NO WAY TO 
SEND HER- 
SELF BACK. 


PHOENIX SEEMS A BIT DISTRACTED] 
NIGHTCRAWLER: IS SHE ALL RIGHT?) 


WHO KNOWS, 
BRIGADIER. 


I'M AFRAID 
it's TAKEN MORE 
‘OF A TOL! 


«THAN SHE'S. 
wiltING Yo ADMIT. 


IF YOU'LL_ VMEGGAN-- PERHAPS 
EXCUSE ME, IF YOU SHAPE- 


SHIFT INTO A FORM 
THAT ENHANCES 
YOUR TRACKING 


HEF 
SENSES... SEAS TED 
“YOU CAN FOLLOW lash 


DR. GOODSTROKE'S TRAIL 


BACK TO WHEREVER 
SHE MATERIALIZED. 


DROWN OUT HER 
MEMORIES. 


SO V--WHATS A NICE GIRL 
TELL \_ LIKE YOU DOING... 


ee 


A_TEMPORARY 
LOAN FROM 


ME-- 
«1 WANDERING, 
UNESCORTED?, 


WARDROBE. AND. 
ANYTHING COMES 
ALONG THAT CAP, 
AND MEGGAN 
CAN'T HANDLE-- 
WHICH [5 VERY 
LITTLE INDEED-- 
THEY'LL GIVE 

A YELL. 


Wa 


LIKE THE SUIT, 
NIGHTCRAWLER-- 


MEANWHILE, AND A MOST 
YOU'RE | PLEASURABLE 
MY JOB, AONE IT IS, TOO! 
RACHEL, 


BUT SHOULDN'T YOU 
BE WITH THE OTHERS, 
ON THE JOB? 


L WE YS. ZUM TUEFUL, 
WILL YOU LOOK 
AT THATS 


SHAL 
DANCE-~, 


1 HAS FINALLY 
CRACKED A 
SMILES 


WHAT'S Y SHADOWCAT 


DONE iS KNEW THE 


WE'LL MAKE : 
OUR OWN. MORE SO WITH| 


EXCALIBUR 


YOU MAKE 1T SOUND, 
SO EASY-- GASP/PL 


I'VE BEEN 


WE'LL THAN WHEN 
NEVER FIND ‘SHE JOINED 
HER, KURT. THE X-MEN, 


DANCING uP }.. 
A SPIRAL 


— 
‘WE MUST SIMPLY 
HOPE FOR THE 
BEST--THAT sOMeE- 
DAY, SOMEHOW, 
THINGS WILL 
TURN OUT ALL 
RIGHT. 


Ns JUST LIKE 
WHEN You 
TRICKED ME 
MUTANTS ARE BEFORE 
HUNTED LIKE VERMIN, 
TOBE SLAUGHTERED 
ON SIGHT OR 
IMPRISONED IN 
CONCENTRATION 
CAMPS. 


HOW CAN 
YOU HAVE HOPE 
WHEN YOU KNOW 
WHAT'S COMING?! 


‘YOU SAID IT 
YOURSELF, WE 
KNOW WHAT'S: 

COMING. THERE'S 
STILL THE CHANCE 
MAI 


TO MAKE A. 
DIFFERENCE. 


--WE 
DON'T KNOW 
WHERE TO 
EVEN BEGIN 
TO LOOK?! 


X-MEN #209--TK 


MEANWHILE... 


DON’T MIND US, 
PAL. PRETEND WE. 
AIN'T EVEN ABOUT, 


Z DO. MIND. 
GO AWAY. 


UP AHEAD, 
CAPTAIN £ 
Q 
r 


= — 
SHE'S OFF.ON 
A ROYAL TEAR. 


Tt Assume WS 
THAT'S BAD. 
T/ 


DS 
—_ (“YOUR GUESS, 


WHAT THE 
DEVIL-- 7! 


SOMEHOW, JOHN 
DOE-- TO CO} 
A PHRASI 
RI 
IN KANS; 
ANYMORE. 


4 


THIS ISN'T. 
PINEWOOD! 


AND WHAT'S 

HAPPENED 
TO OUR, 

CLOTHES?! 


DON'T ASK ME, 
NIGHTCRAWLER. 


RACHEL CRIED OUT Jt AND THEN, HER POWER CREATED AN ENERGY 
ABOUT SPIRAL-~ SURGE THAT SENT US TO THIS PLACE. 
5. 


‘ON THE TELEVISION-" 
RACHEL, IS THAT 
CAPTAIN BRITAIN'S 

OLDER BROTHER, 

JAMIE? 


WE FOUGHT A MAD, 
SUPER-POWERED 


DOES 5T, V FANTASY OR 
MATTER? REALITY-- WHATEVER 
THAT 1S, THESE 
DAYS-~ 


POWERS OF : ; 
OBSERVATION : 
NEVER FAIL 
TO AMAZE ARG x lp 
ME. 5 xy ‘4 
d DA 
a f id 
ni ad 
es) F GRAVITY-- IT'S 


fap REVERSING! 


\\ 


WHY, 
NOVI-CAKES-— 


=- HOW UTTERLY 
RETRO- TRAD! 


\T LAST 1 KEEP V AND THERE ARE Bi i! WHOEVER THESE 
LONG, BETTER SCOOT)] | POKING NO ZIPS! HOW DO. STRANGERS ARE... 
WHATEVER WHILE WE CAN. LTAKE THIS. 

WORKS: COSTUME OFF2! 


YOU THINK 
YOU HAVE 
PROBLEMS. 


‘PEARS TO ME 
THERE'S NOTHING 
UNDERNEATH... 


HAT ABOUT KURT AND RACHEL LE ~- oh, THE HECK 
if WITH THIS. 


[rasrinaron 2c a cy 


‘NO NEED FOR % 


WE'RE HERE. 
8Y ACCIDENT. 


ul 


ee S 
I GET SOME 
ANSWERS! 


THIS 
GIANT COULDN'T 
MAKE PHOENIX 
MADDER, FASTER... 


HE WAS Weoutn THIS GUY 
REALLY BI 


UNDER 
THE GIANT » G@ 
WHEN HE poo 


-- BUT I NEVER. 
FIGURED HIM TO. 
BE SUCH A WEASEL — 

FACED WUSS. 


HEY, WHAT'RE YOU 
MAD AT ME FOR?! 


THE Gi 


MAYBE AFTER A COUPLE 
OF MORE TIMES... 


YOULL LEARN 
SOME BASIC 
COURTESY. 


REAT 
AND POWERFUL, 


OMNISCIENTLY 
COMPASSIONATE, 


ALFlz 
OMEAGAN! 


RACHEL--COULD 
THAT BE THE "ALFIE” eMUST 
DR, GOODSTROKE HAVE SENT 

SPOKE OF 2 Z Us TO HERS. 


JHEN-- THE 

SAME AGENCY 
THAT BROUGHT 
THE DOCTOR, 


TO OUR 
DIMENSION... 


WAGES OF” NICE, PERISH THE 
SIN OLD LANDING THOUGHT, 
DARLING , THOUGH 
r TM A WHOL 
DIFFERENT 
NETWORK. 
ALTOGETHER, 


q 

PADDOCK 
PERSURE | NOT 
QUITE 


AT'CHER 
SERVICE 


“= NO WAY ARE 
WHAT Gives % YOU ONE OF MY. 
WITH MY TV--, (MANIFESTATIONS! 


ABSOLUTELY SAY TO THAT 
IMPOSSIBLE, SWIFT. HEAD HURT. 
CAN'T BEL YiKi 


Ub-uly NODEAL,) (ONLY ONE WORD HAD NV 7HIS NONSENSE \ 
7O 1S. MAKING MY 


I'M UNIQUE. 
NOTHII 


THIS IS 
MY TURFS 


NO. 
TRESPASSERS 
ALLOWED! 


YOU WANT 
TO MAKE 

SOMETHING 
BUSTER? 


.. SEEMS. 
OBVIOUS. 


ALL LIFE IS 
At 


LEAR WN ILLUSION, 


cl et Lt 
EVIDENCE NE/ NOVI-CAKES. 


WERE 
FULL-RATED 


ae 


> 
SSN 


AND I’ | 
FED UP WITH 
YOUR CURSED 
EPIGRAMS / 


“LL BE A CRIPPLE “ 
iN NO TIME! r A I, RECOGNIZE THE 
DESIGNS, THEY 


THE KGB, HERO} 
OF THE SOVIET 
UNION--—_ J 


=-DIRECTOR OF THE AND TWILL. I SUSPECT, W/ BET HE'S GOINGTO 
SPETSBURO, THE NOT BE TREATED R THE THOUGH, BE ROYALLY SUR- 
LIKE SOME TOY...) Al THIS ISN'T PRISED WHEN HE 
<j OF ALFIE ALTOGETHER CROSSES THE FOLKS 
IF YOU'VE A ALFIE’S: WHO BELONG TO 
< WAY TO MAKE 5 
THAT REMAINS YOUR POIN’ 
TO BE PROVED. f 


goon. 
THE ARROGANT, 


MY REGRET IS 
THAT IT WON'T 

BE ME TEACHING 
1T TO Him, 


mt Y HUEY JUST WENT 
AIRBORNE. 


SURRENDER 
PEACEABLY. 


OR SUFFER THE 
CONSEQUENCES. 


GRAVITY 
REVERSAL... 


DROP YOU! 
HELICOPTER. 


I KNOW I KNOW.) KIND OF 
THE (CE QUEEN ATTITUDE 
KNOWS BEST. SHOULD'VE 
FOLLOW HER, 

me LEAD. 


EXCUSE ME, 
BUT WHAT 
CRIMES HAVE 
WE COMMITTED? 
WE WERE 
SIMPLY 
| DEFENDING 
\ OURSELVES. 


BRILLIANT MOVE, 
COLONEL. 


Py 
aw 


[P/ WASHINGTON, D.C. 


TO. 
My YOURESO & 
POWERFUL... ep 
NO ONE Y HOW'S IT 
CAN SAY FEEL, ALFIE, 
DIFFERENT. , BEING ON THE: 


THIS IS. 
TELEVISION, 
BUHBULUH 

CONFLICTS. 

HAVE TO BE 
RESOLVED 


LET'S GIVE 
HER YOUR 
TRAGIC DEMISE 
TO AVENGE 
SHALL WE 


HAWAIIAN SHIRT SEEMS 
TO BE IN CHARGE. 


WHY ARE YOU. 
YELLING AT US, 
YOU SILLY 

AN? - 


ISA 
PASSIONATE. 
EMBRACE. 


THE SPIKES 
WILL DO 
THE REST. 


WE WERE 
ALMOST BLOWN 
UP, TOO, ALONG 

WITH YOUR 
MACHINE! HOW 
ABOUT SPARING 


re 
aside CONCERN ? 


QUIT BOUNCING, 
YOU JOLLY GERMAN 
UYUMPING BEAN ! 


CHOPING ALL THE 


ALL 
RIGHT-~ WHILE, I'M NO 


BITE. 


LET'S SEE 
WHAT'S TRICKS IN 

HAPPENING THE BOOK.) 

ON-SCREEN. q 


=-AND THEN 
VANISHED! 


-. 


ALFIE AND THE 5 
GOOD, DOCTOR, 
IST AS SHE 


“ALFIE, OR THE FORCES IN FLASH OF LIGHT-- 


ARRAYED AGAINST HIM. AA- EMANATING FROM 
HA! THE T 


DISAPPEARANCE 
FROM THIS 
REALITY. 


THERE'S THE SWITCH, 
WHICH SUGGESTS. 


i ae 

TELEVISIONS 
ARE SOMEHOW 

IN SYNC, 

CREATING 

A_WINDOW 

BETWEEN 
DIMENSIONS. 


«AND (MANIFESTATION 
IN OUR OWN. 


ANALAGOUS, PERHAPS, 
JO THE PORTAL WE 
OCCASIONALLY ENCOUN- 
TER IN THE BASEMENT OF 
EXCALIBUR'S LIGHTHOUSE. 
AND THIS WINDOW’S 
POPPED OPEN, 

ALLOWING ACTUAL 

TRAVEL BACK AND 

FORTH. 


YOU COSTUMED CLOWNS 
CAN'T WALTZ IN HERE, 
MESSING UP OUR WORK. 


[ PINEWO0O Fx 


b> 


PLEASE DON'T 
POKE. 


WE WERE INVITED, 


\ 


> 
J 
READ MY 
CONTRACT. 
HERE 
HE 


ALL THE STRESS 
OF POWERING US 
THROUGH OUR CROSS- 
TIME JOURNIES, THE 
BATTLES ALONG. 
THE WAY--, 


2 FULL-VENT 
HER GUILT OVER 


A TO HER 
HE LOSS OF KITTY-~ 5 4 X EMOTIONS... 


SHELL 
NEVER HEAR 
MY VOICE-- 


L 
A tRY THE 
OTHER 
DIRECTION 


wy EXCALIBUR IS A TRIFLE MORE THE ‘REMOTE’ | | BE REAL! THERE 
EXPERIENCED WITH CROSS-TIME CONTROLS ISN'T TIME FOR 
TRANSIT, MR. DOE, THAN YOU. i PATIENCE-- 


FINE. THEN YOU 
SET THINGS 
RIGH 


WE'RE 
WORKING 
ON IT. BE 
PATIENT. 


THE ‘REMOTE’ IS THE KEY. 
IN A NORMAL ONE, 

THE “CANCEL” SWITC! 
VOIDS ALL CURRENT 

COMMANDS. 

THE MODULE SHOULD 
THEN REVERT TO (TS 
DEFAULT SETTINGS-~ 


Y HOPEFULLY 


ERASING THIS 2 ¢ 
ENTIRE 
SEQUENCE OF 

EVENTS--_ > 
== THE HORNS OF 


BACK THE WAY 
THEY WERE. 
‘OR ELIMINATING, 
THEM ALTOGETHER? 
VERY CUTE. WG NO, RACHEL: 
iG NOT SPIRAL, 
OT A TRAN 


EVER 
INSIDER 
‘CAREER 

IN FILMS? 


ALL OR. 
NOTHING. 


UP AHEAD, Ya 


CAPTAIN, 


) 


Ir sort oF 
LIKE ONE 


FEEL 
OF 


GOLDILOCKS’ 
THREE BEARS. 


VANISHED 


IN THE SAME 
FLASH OF ENERGY... 


UNLESS YOU COUNT 
MY REPORT TO THE 
PRIME MINISTER. 


EM LAM WHAT 7 AM 
SORRY I BECAUSE OF A SPECIFIC 
I CAME 


FREAKED. 


ANYTIME, 
BRIGADIER. 


BUT, IF I SUCCEED, 
WHAT HAPPENS 
TO ME? 


I_MAKE ANY 
CHANGES? 


YOU'RE HERE. 

YOU'RE REAL- 
YOU EXIST. 

THAT'S WHAT 
MATTERS. 


"IF WE'VE 

LEARNED —— 

ales Poca ntact 
FOr vi 

EXCALIBUR~ J] ABOUT WHICH WE 

KNOW NOTHING: 


De ASN r 
IS POSSIBLE. rele 


"PERHAPS NOT 
THE FIRMEST OF 
FOUNDATIONS: 
ON WHICH TO 
BUILD OUR. 
HOPES... 


NEAT 
TRICK 


WHEN HE CANCELED 
THE DIMENSIONAL 
TESSERACT. 


Pn 00 VW Wor wy tors 


CAN'T 

PLAY WITH "HAVE "BETTER © CAN'T” SLIPPING 
OTHER, JO. NEXT HAVE My FROM MY LIVES OF 
REALITIES, MAKE ) TIME, DREAMS ) GRAS! 


‘DEMANDING 
THEIR OWN. 
GETTING 
TOO 
UPPITY 


